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March 12, 2025 
VIA ECOURTS 
Douglas H. Hurd, P.J.Cv. 
Mercer County Civil Courthouse 
175 South Broad Street 
Floor 3 
Trenton, NJ 08650 

       
Re: A.A. v. Callahan, MER-L-002001-23 

Status Report 

Judge Hurd: 

 The Office of the Public Defender (OPD) represents the named Plaintiffs, 

and the proposed class of similarly situated individuals whom those Plaintiffs 

seek to represent, in the above-captioned matter.  We write on behalf of all parties 

to the litigation to provide a status report, as required by the Court’s January 31, 

2025 Case Management Order. 

 As Your Honor knows, the parties have been working diligently through 

mediation with the Honorable  Jaynee LaVecchia, Retired Associate Justice of the 

New Jersey Supreme Court, since February 2024 in the hopes of facilitating a 
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settlement of this matter.  The parties recently engaged in mediation sessions with 

Justice LaVecchia on February 25, 2025 and March 11, 2025.  We are pleased to 

inform the Court that during yesterday’s mediation session, the parties signed a 

term sheet in anticipation of a final settlement and consent order that will resolve 

this case. 

 The fully executed term sheet is attached to this status report.  The term 

sheet contains the following terms:  

 First: as of June 1, the New Jersey State Police (NJSP) will have processed 

(in other words, will have removed expunged records from the petitioner’s 

criminal case history (CCH)), and on a going-forward basis will process, every 

expungement order within 120 days of receipt of the order, with the exception of 

orders that require additional information or an amended order before being 

processed (as described in the next paragraph of this letter).  The NJSP will also 

notify the petitioner of the processing within that timeframe.  The NJSP further 

agrees to undertake best efforts to accomplish this processing and notification 

within 90 days of receipt.  In other words: by June 1, all orders from earlier than 

February 1 will have been processed, and there will be at most a 120-day queue 

going forward.  Additionally, if a judge orders a shorter time frame in a unique 

case with exceptional circumstances, the NJSP will “make every effort to 

comply” with the shortened time frame upon notice to a designated email address. 
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 Second: for expungement orders that require additional information or an 

amended order before being processed pursuant to the two interim consent orders 

that Your Honor has previously entered in this matter, the NJSP will notify parties 

and their counsel (or the OPD if there is no counsel) within 120 days of receipt 

of the expungement order.  The NJSP will then process that order within either 

15 days of receipt of the additional information or amended order at a designated 

email address, or else within 45 days of receipt of an amended order from the 

judiciary. 

 Third: the NJSP has launched, and agrees to maintain, an online portal, 

available at https://expungement.njsp.gov/, where expungement petitioners can 

register for an account to track the status of their expungement orders.  Upon 

registration, the portal will notify petitioners of any updates to the status of their 

orders by email.  

 Fourth: for an eighteen-month period, the NJSP has agreed to publish 

monthly public statistical reports about its processing of expungement orders so 

that the parties and the public can track compliance with the terms of the 

settlement.  The NJSP has also agreed to provide monthly audit reports to the 

OPD and Justice LaVecchia. 

 Fifth: with Your Honor’s consent, the parties have agreed to keep this 

matter open for a nine-month period to ensure compliance with the settlement.  
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After that nine-month period, provided the NJSP has complied with the terms of 

the settlement agreement, the parties have agreed to enter a stipulation of 

dismissal without prejudice, which will continue for an additional nine months.  

At the conclusion of that eighteen-month period, provided the NJSP has 

continued complying with the terms of the settlement agreement, the parties will 

enter a stipulation of dismissal with prejudice.  During the eighteen-month period, 

the parties will first meet and confer about any potential breaches of the 

settlement, and then will mediate with Justice LaVecchia, prior to seeking 

intervention from the Court. 

 The term sheet provides that the parties will endeavor to have a conforming 

settlement agreement and consent order finalized, executed, and submitted to 

Your Honor within 30 days of the execution of the term sheet.  While the parties 

hope and expect to meet this deadline, in case there are any unexpected delays, 

we are respectfully requesting a 45-adjournment of deadlines in this matter until 

Monday, April 28, with the expectation that we will submit a consent order to the 

Court on or before that date.  If the consent order is not finalized by that date, we 

will instead submit another joint status report.  Enclosed herein is a Proposed 

Order to that effect. 
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 Should Your Honor have any questions for, or requests for additional 

information from, the parties regarding the status of this matter, we are happy to 

provide prompt responses to the Court.  We thank the Court for its ongoing 

courtesies. 

      Respectfully submitted,    

   
Michael R. Noveck 
Deputy Public Defender 

Enclosures 
cc: Counsel of Record (via eCourts) 
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